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- To the Worthy 


Livery Men of the City of London 


Gentlemen, 


tectionon Account 
ot the ſubject. 
| AI Your opulent ex- 
tenſive City could never ſubmit 
to be Frenchified, nor its Inha- 
bitants to wear wooden Shoes. 
London, the Metropolis of 
this Kingdom, ſtood boldly up 
againſt the pernicious Scheme, 


of 


DEDICATION. 


of Fxciſe, and though the 
Merchants were ſtiled Sturdy 
Beggars by a nefarious Pro- 
ject _ yet he was forced to 
drop bis favourite Bill, and 
kt the Merchants carry their 
Point triumphant. The wor- 
thy K epretentatives, of your 
G-eat City, boidly oppoſed 
the Project, and ſome gave 
inch convincing and cogent 
ments as prevailed, and 
4 recorded 0 poſterity. 

Fi be Dllotution of the late 
anlen . Sies yu a freſh 
FUMPRY Oz a LONTErTING 
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DEDICATION. 


lain aſide, by men of Senſe, 
and tis to be hoped, your II- 
luſtrious City will chuſe ſuch 
Members, as ha ve well behav- 
ed themſelves, and are known 
Friends to our Conſtitution. f 
Such Men will exert them- f 
ſelves in the cauſe of Liberty, 

will be watchfull of your Pri- 


viledges, and oppole any in- 
novations. 


. 
Gentlemen, 
Tour Well-wiſher, and 


Obedient $ er vant. 


— — ͤ 


rere 


A Table of Airs in the Opera. 


I. I believe the Exciſe 


4 
2. For Trade your Voices now diſplay, 6 
3. How fatal is Power where truſ'ed with theſe ib. 
4. I envy not the Proud their Wealt!, 7 
5. Here's a Health if you pleaſe 8 
6. Religions a politic Lau * 
7, For Parties and faftions we lay all afide 10 
8. If you'd take my Advice | 13 
9. Oh | Curſe the Day I miſ''d my Aim 14 
10. Have I not Troops and G ld at Command? 15 
II. Then Gold fly about | 7 15 
12. Sad Myſidora, all in Moe 21 
13. For Females oft have not the Power 23 
14. Dear Strephon, prevent my own Bluſhes 24 
15. Good Madam, when Ladies are wiling 25 
16. Now ponder well, Freeholders dear, 2% 
17. Thus Fortunes's Wheel | 30 
18. My Friend ſo ſerv'd then Tm abu, 1, 32 
I9, Aud if they complain ib. 
20. Dur Gold JA aſſure you ſhall ne er blind 

my Eyes | 2 
21. The Time draws near we plainly [ee 39 
22. Believe my Sighs, my Tears, my Dear, Cc. 40 
23. My timeO ye Muſes, | 4.1 
24. Ie fair injur d Nymphs and ye Beau's who ? 

deride em. - $42 

25. Maidens beware ye, 4.2 
26. Which nobody can deny, &3 


27. 
28. 


O the Pleaſure, 43 
The world is a Lottery what man can doubt. 4.4 


THE 


I RE TR EI REIN 


Dramatis Perſonæ. 


F 

'Lord Exile, a Nobleman in Diſzrace, and no 
Friend to Sir Pefitive Screenall, 

Mr. William Wirthy, his Friend. 


Sir Poſitive Screenall, a conceited, fooliſh, blun- 
dering M r. 


Lord Challenge, 


Sir William Old, his three Friends. 
Harry Fooliſh, | 


Sir John Stedfaſt, 
Alderman Cuſiom, | 
Alderman Banker, Four- Members, 


Ar. Small. acres, 


Ladies, Citizens, Gentlemen, Servants, Mob, &c: 
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INTRODUCTION. 
099999998009/0050009000 
SC E N E Hieerſireet. 


Two Citizens meeting. 


f | 
1. Citizen: J vi 1 
EDS 0 Neighbour ; well. met; N 
2 ZE where are you going to 3 
ſpend your Evening. i 


2. Cit I have been taking 
4 Walk to Ling ton this Atz 
terncon, having little or 
nothing to do, and am 
going to ſpend the Evening in / lers-Street| 
1. Cit, Why ſo far from Home? Do 

you belong to any Club there ? 
2. Cit. No; but I am going to ſee a 
new Opera at the great Room there, and 
B  Thould 


; ſhould be glad of your Company if you are 
at Leiſure : Pll preſent you with a Ticket. 

1. Cit. I thank you; Sir, and accept your 
kind Profter. But pray, as you ſay *tis a 
new Opera, how comes it paſs it was not 
play*d at one of the Hoylſes. 

2. Cit. Why you know the Players at Dra- 
r7y-Lane are mutinous, and the beſt of thoſe 
who belong'd to Covent-Garden Houſe are 
gone to Ireland to learn Modeſty, ſo that it 
was reſolved by the Author to have this 
Opera perform'd by a Company of his own 
chooſing. 

t. Cit. Pray what is the Title. 

2. Cit, The Freeholders Opera: Or, The 
Courtiers ſent back with their Bribes. 

1. Cit, The Title is apropos to the Times. 

2. Cit. I have heard it rehears'd and like 
It very well, as I belive you will, when you 
ſee it. 

1. Cit. Are they about Beginhing? 


2. (it. I believe fo : Pray walk in, I hear 


the Overture a playing. 


T HE 


'THE 
Honeſt FREEHOL D ERS: 
| OR, THE es 
Courtiers ſent back with their Bribes. 
cee e IEC EE EIELOES 
ACT I. 8 G0 BNE I 
Enter Lord Exile, and William Worthy. 


Lord Ex IL E. 


Ig HA a blundering Fellow is 
5 5 | this old Skreenall; he endea- 
98 W 15 vours, I think, to make Mat- 
ters worle, and preſumes to 
— 8 2 the Nation, and skreen 
himſelf by turning all (if he 
con worthy Men out of their Places near 
im 
Wor. I believe he is quite Mad about 
his late Exciſe Schemes being defeated, and 
| > the 


{8.1 

the Abhorrence all People have ſhown to 
it, without any Regard to Party Diſtinc- 
tons, or Differences in Religion. 

Exile. And yet notwithitanding a this, 
the Scheme is {till purſued, and the Projec- 
tor hath declared his Reſolution to make an 
i Attempt upon their Repreſentatives to put 
[ them under his Yoke. 
Wor. Then every Frecholder and Elector 
4 ought to be upon his Guard the more, and 
N to conſider what next Elections may pro- 
| duce, for ſhould the M---y get a Parliament 
| of their own, it would be out of tlie Peo- 
j ple's Power to remedy themſelves for ano- 
ther ſeven Years. 

Exile. And then, having been ſo long 
us'd to Slavery. they will, Camel like, lie 
down wich their Burden. 2 

Wor. I hope I ſhall never fee that Time; 
but that as the People have been ſo lately 
caution'd, they will take care with whom 
they truſt their Power, Laws, and Liber- 
tles. | | 


AIR I. Come let us prepare. 


T believe the Exciſe 
Has nom ope nid their Eyes, | 
And ſhæm'd them what's Skreenall's Deſign ; 
| That damn d Projeti ſo laid, 
i To have ruiwd all Trade, 
N Began with Tobacco and Wine. , 


(9) 


If thoſe two had been gain d, 
Without doubt we'd been drain d 
Of our Liberty, Trade and our Pence; 
When thus robbd and made poor, 
Then we all may be ſure, _ 
He ſoon with the Laws wou'd aiſpence. 


Exile. No doubt, if the Projector car- 
ry'd his Point ior Tobacco and Wine, 
Sugar and every Thing elſe had undergone 
the ſame Fate, and we by Degrees been as 
much Slaves to Tools in Power, as our 
Neighbours the French, who wou'd be glad 
te 9 RO 


—. 


The haughiy Britons hug their Chains. 2 [ 


Wor. As yet it happens unluckily for the 
Projector, that all of them who are not vi- 
ſibly ſway'd by Intereſt, are united in their 
Opinion of the Scheme, and their Oppoſi- 
tion o 


Exile. Therefore I hope they will ſet a ; 


Mark upon every Man who appears in a 
certain Liſt, as an Enemy to their Trade 
and Liberties, and make Choice of thoſe 
only in whom they have Reafon to confide, 
either from former Services, or their known 


Characters in the World. 
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[ 10 ] 
AIR IL anne, to Arms, to Arms. 


For Trade your Vo oices now aiſ} 72 

Now put the Guilty all away : 

The Oracle's for Liberty ; 

Succeſs depends on your Fidelity. 

Britons ſtrike home, revenge your Country's 
Wrong ; 

Vote and record your elves in endleſs Songs. 


Wor. I am very glad the odious Appellation 
of Whig and Tory are ſwallowed up; there's 
no Diſtinction now but Court and Country, 
the latter of which I hope will carry the 
'# | HET 
Exile. No doubt of it, if they exert 
the alelves. 

Mor. By oppoſing that Power which 4: 
ſo much abuſed. 


AIR III. I wonder that Billey ſhould prove, 


How fatal i is Power when truſted with thoſe 
Who ſtrive to diſturb a Ringaom's Repoſe, 

| They trample on Laws and oo thro? all Right, 
ho Satyrs by Day and Devils by Night. 


Exile. IJ don't envy Sir Poſſitive his Sta- 


tion at all, nor would I be fo deſervedly 
hated 


[ 12 ] 


hated as he: My Retirement ſuits me 


AIR IV. Country Farmer, 


T envy not the Proud their Wealth, 
Their Equipage and State, 
Give me but Innocence and Health, 
T ask not to be Great. 


T in this ſweet Retirement find 
A Foy unknown to Rings, 
For Scepters to a virtuous Mind, 
| Seem vain and empty Things. 


Great Cincinnatus at his Ploagh 

With brighter Luſtre ſhone, 

Than guilty Cæſar &er cou'd do, 
Tho* ſeated on a Throne. 


Tumultuous Days and reſtleſs Nights 
Ambition ever knows, 

A Stranger to the calm Delights 
Of Study and Repoſe. 


Then. free from Envy, Care and Sirife, 
Permit me heavnly Powers, 
To paſs retir'd the reſt of Life, 
And crown with Peace my Hours. 
[Exeunt: 


SCENE 


[ 12 J 
SCENT 1 


A Tavern. Several Citizens at a Table 
_ drinking, Drawer, Oc. 


1. Cit. taking a Glaſs.] Come Neigh- 
| bours, put the Glaſs about, the Wine is 
good; what do you all think of a Health 
to the glorious Two hundred and Four. 

Omnes. With all our Hearts. 

[They fill round and drink, and give 
three Hazza's. 

2, Cit. I with ſome-body would give us 
a Song ſuitable to the Occaſion. 

3. Git. I will with all my Heart, but it 
is a ſhort one. 

4. Cit. No matter for that, if it is 
Pithy. .- 


AIR V. Here's to thee, my Boy. | 


Here's 4 Health, if you pleaſe, 
(But all down on your Ruces) 
_ To the glorious Two hundred and Four, 
Who ſtood up ſo tight, 
For Briton's true Right 
For whom Ages have Bleſſings in ſiore. 


1. Cit. The Courtiers are pretty buſy al- 


ready about their Elections, and begin Bri- 
| | bery 


| [ 42 
bery betimes, but no Money ſhall ſtick to 


my Fingers on that Account; PI vote ac- 
cording to my Conſcience. 


2. Cit, I have had no leſs than ae Let- 


ters already, to deſire my. Vote and Inte- 


reſt; but I am determin'd againſt _ thoſe 


who would enſlave their Country. 


3. Cit." I hope we are all agreed in that 


Point : But pray, Neighbours, why were 


not the South-Sca Affairs enquir'd into? I 


heard much Talk of it at one time. 


4. Cit. Becauſe a Set of Gentlemen, who 


have nothing about them Innocent bur 


their Sleeves, were order'd by the Grand 


Maſter of Tranſlations to vote againſt it. 
4 Cit. Were they all of one Side? 


. Cit. No; there was one | honeſt one; 
Raris avis in Terris. 


AIR VI. Diogenes ſurly and proud, 


Religion's a politick Tak... 
Deviſed by the Prigs of the School, 
To keep the dull Rabble in awe, 


And amuſe the poor ignorant Fool. 


Or why ſboald not B—— do good, 
According to Conſcience give vote „ 
Ihe Reaſon is ſoon underſtood, 
That ks have their Leſſon by rote. 


C 2: Cit, 


\ 


W'% WM 


2. Cit. Tis very true; a Perſon muſt 


eras rn Backs whe 


have ſuch Shepherds: Tis the Lives and 
Morals of ſome People, who ought to ſet 
good Examples, that has occaſion'd, in a 
great Meaſure, the Growth of Infidelity. 

1. Ctr. Very true. But how can we help 
ourſelves? 5 

3. Cir. Why, by a vigorous Oppoſition 
to the bad Meaſures now taken, and by 
getting an honeſt Set of Members, that we 
may have a Convocation, and have ſome 


of their Doctrines exploded, and then we 


ſhall have ſome Men of Learning amongſt 
our ſpiritual Directors. 9 
4. Cit. My Faith is not pinn'd on their 


Sleeves ſo long as I do what is right, and 


conſiſtant with the ſtrict Rules of Mora- 
lity, I think myſelf ſafe. | 
2. (it. I believe we have no very great 
Zealots here, nor I hope no Atheiſts ; but 
as to Religion let's . wave the Diſcourſe at 
reſent, and I'll give you a Song will 
foir us all I believe; 


AIR VII. O what Pleaſure willabound 


For Parties aud Factions we lay all aſide, 
No Tralott us are, nor Religion deriae; 
Bat in Friendſhip we 


Do combine and agree, 
Aua 


L ts 3 
And follow the Thing that is right. 
Then take off your Glaſs, 
And round let it paſs, 
5 o wiſh one another Good Night, 


4. Cit. Indeed I think tis almoſt Time, 
and Club-Hours are over. 
Omnes. Tis good Advice. 


[They riſe, take = * and ſeverally 


Exenns. 


The End of the Firſt A c r. 


* 
1 .. 
* we 
ee La © 
* - = > 
. 1 
* . 
- 
PA ARCS 
.* 5 
* 


———— tories i 4 Cad ah 1. _ em - 84 — 


- — — 
—— — 14 — 7 
3 Sr 8 5 , * 
e 8 ood 
— - : a. S_ WI". — DA — 


b 


1 


W880 0 d d 8 c 0 0 08 08, 80 Ader 
te e g te . &. G- N. G.. G. &. &. . . G . N- G te 
Wc Be 2e e ehe: ede 


ACT H. SCENE I. 
The King's-Arms Tavern, Pall-Mall. 


Sir Poſitive Skreenall, Sir William Old, 
Lord Challenge, with three Friends. 


POSITIVE.“ 
ENTLEMEN, we are now got 
together to conſult our own Intereſts, 
and carefully to watch the Motions of all 
thoſe who, for private Ends, attempt In- 
novations, and run the Hazard of diſſol- 
ving the beſt framed State upon Eartn. 

V. Old. Sir Poſitive, I think you're in the 
Right, to take Care betimes to ſecure your 
ſelf and us; for what are we without you? 
You are the Sun we adore, and ſhould you 
be eclipſed, certainly we, your faithful 
Friends, muſt ſhare your Fate. 

P. I know no better way than to make 
{ome Thouſands fly: What do they ſignify 
if we carry our Point, the Reimburſement 
is eaſy ; *tis but clapping them under the 
6 4 eh Articles 


[ 17 ] 
-n of Secret Services, and then Pm 
afe. . | 

W. Old. Tis Gold is the grand Perſwa- 
ſive in all Elections; the laſt coſt a great 
deal of Money, but I'm afraid we muſt 
double it now, becauſe a great many, who 
were our Friends before without being 
brib'd, have found our Deſigns now, 
and muſt be brought about Whatever it 
coſts. Therefore, Sir Poſitive, 


AIR VIII. Pl face ev'ry Danger, Cc. 


If you'd take my Advice, | 

Jou mutt part with your Gold, 

And not be too preciſe 
With the young or the old. 


Tou muſt affable be 
To each Cloapole you meet; 
With the Gold you will ſee, 
a They friendly*will treat. 


Nay ; whatever they ask 

Joa muſt not deny: 

It is not a hard Task, 
For I know you can lie. 


Poſ. Vour Advice muſt and ſhall be fol- 
lowed. — PII not loſe the Day, Pd rather 
Joſe my Head, 

1 W. Old. 


1 18 | 

. Ola. You need not doubt but one 
will ſoon follow the other, and if the 
Majority is againſt us, Impeachments will 
ſoon come on, ſo that, Sir, this is the 
critical I ime you will either ſtand or fall. 
Chal. Had my Arm been lucky when 
I fought Worthy, and had ſent —4 ro the 
Grave we ſhould have been rid of a po- 
tent Enemy, but Fortune was of his Side. 


AIR IN. Glide both on thoſe ſilver Strevims 


0% Curſe * Day I miſsd my iv: 
Haa Worthy hs but dh d, 

Pa not been found at all to _ 
If Jury had me try d. 


But been promoted for the . 
For ſtanding up ſo true: 

Joa Honours then wou'd have decreed, 

To Sir Poſitive. 

For ſo much / erving you, 


Poſ. My Friends may depend always on 
having their Services rewarded; and as for 
thoſe who won't comply with my Hu- 
mour, and obey my Commands, muſt turn 
out: 1 have Power and will execute it. 


* 


AIR 
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AIR I Mother, quoth Hodge, &c. 


Have I not Troops and Gold at Command? 
Pray how can a Mob their Power withſtand ? 
Their Pens may be us'd their Libels to write, 
Tho? they bave they Will the Beggars can't 
| „„ 


"Tis true, they have Reaſon for it, becauſe 
'Pve the Army o' my Side, and will keep 
it ſo too. Whatever Officer difobliges me 
his Poſt is gone: I'll garble the Army to 
my own Mind. 

W. Old. Boldly ſpoke and like yourſelt— 
If a Town diſobliges us we'll plagues them 
with Soldiers, and they being wink'd ar 
by their Officers, won't be long a ruining 
a Country Town. 3 

Pof. I have made Places feel my Reſent- 


ment that way, till Pve been quite tir'd 


with Petitions; and then with a Promiſe 

of their Votes I have vouchſated to with- 

draw my red Caterpillas. 
Chal. Can no-body here give any Advice 
which may promote the Cauſe ? 

V. Ola. Yes, Sir, which is this; by 
letting me have a pretty round Sum to 
ſpend in the Conntry, make the Country 

Fellows drunk, and get their Votes for ſuch 

Members as are fit for our Purpoſe. Py 
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Poſ. We will diſperſe Emiſſaries every 
where, for now is the Time.——Letr's ad- 
journ to the T------y, and iſſue out proper 
Sums for our Purpoſe. [R//es. 


AIR XI. A Damſel Pm told. 


Then Gold fly about, 
And make ſuch a Rout, 
To friehtes the M——-s diſſenting : 
They won't long debate, 
Will all think to be great, 
And ſtrive who ſhall firſt be conſenting. 


SCENE I. 
Several Tee at a Tea-T able, 


1. La. So Ladies, What no News ftir- 
. ring ? no Scandal, no Politicks, nor any 
Thing to divert the Spleen ? 
2. La. Yes ; this new-faſhion'd Colour, 
makes the moſt Noiſe I think of any thing, 
[ Pointing to ſome Ribbon on her Breaſt. 
3. La. You are too blame to wear it, 
Madam, for I believe a certain Lady ar 
Court is not ſo fond of the Colour as 
you may imagine, for I am inform'd, that 
her Tongue will be forc'd to give her 
Heart the Lye. f | 


4. La: 


Kaze 

4. La. Indeed, Madam, I was told the 
ſame by a certain Dutcheſs, very familiar 
with the young Lady, and that the can't 
ſee an Orange without changing Colour. 

1, La. PoorLady! I pity her. Not ma- 
ny Years ago, Ul aſſure you, (for it was 
within my Remembrance) another Lady, 
in a very high Station, was forc'd to mar- 
ry a Relation of this ſame Orange Merchant 
ſore againſt her Will. There is a very mo- 
ving Song made on that Subject. my Daugh- 
ter can ſing it. | 

Al. O pray, Madam, let us beg the Fa- 
vour of the young Lady to ſing it. 

x. La. Will you ſing it, my Dear? 

Y. La. Yes, to be ſure, if you command; 
and Pve ſuch an Opportunity to oblige 

theſe Ladies, 


AIR XII. Believe my Sighs, my Tears; 


Sad Muſidora; al in Woe: 
A ſilent Grotto ſeeks ;, 


No more herſelf on Plains to ſhow, 
Bat fighing thus ſhe ſpeaks. 


Why was I born of high Degree t 
An humble Shepherdeſs, * 
Had been happier far for me, 
1 han all this gaudy Dreſs, 
; 0 


4 
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A ſamptuous Palace full of Foy, 
Io me a Dungeon ts, .) 
Whilſt all that Mirth does me annoy, 

Which others count a Bliſs. 


Thus wrapt in Grief, the lovely Maid 
Retir' d from all the Throng, 
And on a Bank reclin d her Head, 
Whil/t Tears ran trickling down. 


3. La. Tis a pretty Song, and Miſs 
ſings it very well. . | | 
2. La, *Tis very hard a young Lady 
ſhould be ſacrificed: But fo it muſt be it 
ſeems. This is the Contrivance of a pro- 
jecting, blundering Fellow, one Sir Poſitive 


' Skreenall, Aye know him, Ladies? 


/ 1. La: To be ſure, we all do. Why the 
Fellows remarkable enough; I know his 
ſlovenly Brother too, who was ſent to 
France for Education, but returned as great 
a Blockhead as he went. 

2. La. This Sir Poſitive is as bad to the 
Men as to the Women; he endeavour'd 
to force his Maſter's Tenants to take a bit- 
ter Pill, but they found him out to be a 
Quack, ſo would not ſwallow it. The 


old Fool had like to have had his Brains 
knocked out. 0 


| Ly. 


[23] 

r. La. You are miſtaken, Madam, his 
Brains was in no Danger, but a hard Blow 
might have hit off his Horns; for *tis cur- 
rently reported, he has as large a Pair of 
Brow-Antlers, as any Man in England. His 
Lady has got four Lines by Heart, which 
Iu often ſings in her Juſtification ſhe 
ays. 


AIR XIII Ceaſe to perſwade or fay, Ce. 


For Females oft have not the Power, 
To give a flat Denial; 

When in a gay unguarded Hour, 
Theyre fairly put to Tryal. 


That is, Ladies, when the Citron-Water 
has overcome her, theſe ſhe calls her un- 
guarded Hours. 

2. La. So unguarded they are, that I 
have been told, the Maſter's Place has 
often been ſupply'd by the Footman. 

3. La. Pray, how does Sir Po ſitive bear 
it ? 8 

2. La. Very patiently, Madam, I aſſure 
you, knowing he can't help himſelf; but 
he's up with her, for he keeps a Miſs or 
two. 1 

3. La. He keep a Miſtreſs: Ha, ha, he. 

2. La. I aſſure you, Madam, twas not 


long ago he was at Tunbridge, where 
2 a 


[24 ] 
a Lady fell, or pretended to fall, in Love 
with him, and ſent him a poerical Let- 
ter, which is ſince ſet to Muſick PI! fing 


it to you. 


AIR XIV. Bacchus one Day gaily ſtriding. 


Dear Strephon, prevent my own Bluſhes, 
For how can I ſpeak without Pain? 
My Eyes have oft told you my Wiſhes ; 
Oh! can't you the Meaning explain. 
My. Paſſion wou d loſe by Expreſſion, 
And you too wowd cruelly blame ; 
Then don't you expett a Confeſſion, 
Of what is too tender to Name. 


Since yours is the Province of Speaking, 
How can you then hope it from me? 

Our Wiſhes ſbou'd be in our keeping, 

Till you tell us what they ſbou'a be: 

Then quickly, why don't you diſcover ? 

Does your Heart feel ſuch Torments as 
| mine? | 

T need not tell over and over, 

What I in my Breaſt do confine. 


4. La. It's really very loving: Pray what 
was the Anſwer return'd ? 

2. La. I'm afraid I ſhall be too trouble- 
ſome, or elſe I wou'd repeat them. 

1. La. O no; dear Madam let's hear it? 


AIR 


( 25 ) 


AIR XV, At Wincheſter there was, Hr. 


Good Madam, when Ladies are willing, 


A Man muſt needs look like a Fool; 


For me I wou'd not give a Shilling, 
For one who can live out of Rule: 

At leaſt you might ſtay for my Offers, 
Not ſnatch like old Maids in Deſpair ; 

If gou ve liv'd to thoſe Years without Proffers, 
Tour Sighs are now loſt in the Air. 


Jou ſhould leave us to gueſs by your Bluſhng, 
And not ſpeak the Matter ſo plain; £ 
*Tis ours to write and be puſhing, 
"Tis yours toaffets a diſdain : 
That you're in a terrible taking, 
By all your ſweet Ogling, I ſee ; 
But the Fruit that will fall without ſhaking, 


Indeed is too mellow for me. 


3. La. Very blunt truly; and I muſt 


needs ſay, I think not much Courtier like. 
4. La. No indeed: But let's leave the 
old Fellow to himfelf, and think a little 
what Time o' tl? Day *tis. 
2. La. I thank you for putting me in 
mind, for I muſt get home to dreſs ; Pm 
invited to dine with Lady Shamble at her 
Lodgings. 
Us 1. La. 
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1. La. What Sir John's Lady? Sir Johs i is a 
Member, and voted for the late Exciſe-Bill, 
that made ſuch a Noiſe. 

2. La. Yes; and he 15 come up to Sir 
Poſitive tor Inſtructions how to behave in 
the next Election, for he's afraid he ſhall 
be turn'd out. 3 | 

3. La No matter, But we'll not de- 
tain you now, when we ſee you next, we 
ſhall expect your Afternoon's Converſation 

with Lady Shamble, for, no doubt, you'll 
have wherewithal to entertain us with 


ſomething very diverting. 


2. La I doubt it not,? for ſhe is very 
talkative, and full of Politicks, and PII 
aſſure you Pll carry my heſt rcten- 
tive Paculty with me, 008 I may bring 
you home as much as poſſibl 

1. La. We thank you, and take our 
Leaves, 

Omnes. Your humble Servant, Madam; ; 
your humble Servant. 


The End of the Second A cr. 
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ACT III. SCENE I. 
Alderman Cuſtom's Houſe. 
Sir John Stedfaſt, Alderman Cuſtom, and 


ſeveral Merchants bowing, one of them 


ſpeaking to Sir. John and the Alderman. 


FAENTLEMEN, Iam ordered, and 
* deputed, in the Name of the collec- 
tive Body of the People of this City, to re- 
turn you their Thanks, for the indefatigable 
Care and Induſtry to defeat the pernicious 
Deſigns of an over- bearing Miniſtry. 

Sted- Gentlemen, we are heartily glad 
our Behaviour proves, ſo acceptable to you, 
and you may depend upon our due Re- 
gard for thoſe Liberties you have intruſted 
us with, Our Reaſons were, that every 
Addition of Taxes, paid by the People to 
the Crown, diminiſh the Riches and Power 
of the People ; and fhat every new Levy, 
and Increaſe of Officers, add likewiſe to 
the Power of the Crown, and the Influ- 
ence of the Crown over. the Repreſenta- 


tives of the People, even 1a the „ 
5 0 
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of our Repreſentatives ; and it will be a dif- 
mal Thing for a Nation to be inſlaved by 
thoſe very Perſons who are ſtiled The Guar- 
dians of our Liberties: We thank our Fel- 
tow-Citizents for the Honour they have 
done us by this Deputation. | 

¶Exeunt Merchants. 

Caſt. Pray, Sir, What may your Opinion 
be of the enſuing Election. 

Sted. My real Opinion is, there will be 
the greateſt Struggle that has been known 
theſc many Years ; and inſtead of having 
the N—s Money manag'd with Fruga- 
lity, I ſuppoſe it. will fly, if poſſible, to 
preſerve a tott'ring M — r. 8 

Cuſt. J hope the Freeholders of Great-Bri- 
tain will this Time chooſe according to 
the Dictates of their Conſciences, and not 
be brib'd to chooſe Court-Favourites, eſpe- 
cially at this Time, when their Liberties 
have been ſo openly attack'd. 

Sted. Ay, now is their Time; and as 
they have ſuch an Opportunity but once in 
ſeven Years, I hope they will make good 
Uſe ont, 


AIR XVI. Now ponder wall, C. 


Now ponder well, Freeholders dear, 
And think what B-b has done; 

Chooſe now your Members with a Care, 
Becoming Britain's Son's, 


Pray 


29 J 


Proy take no Bribes to ſell your Rights, 

By your Forefathers bonght,, = R© 

With ſo much Blood in many Fights, 
By Magna Charta taught. 50 


Exert yourſelys, let Conſcience rule, 
And Wiſdom be your Guide; 
Tou'll not ſend up a Courtier's Tool, 

In whom you cart conſide. 


Cuſt. Come, I hope the People's Eyes 
are a little opened, and that they won't be 
repreſented by a Pack of Officers and Pen- 
ſioners, whoſe only Recomendations are a 
lac'd Coat and Ex. r Gold. n 

Sted. What a Noiſe the Creatures made 
at Norwich, Exeter, and two or three more 
Places, by their Dependants, and a hir'd 
Mob to Huzza em for a Day or two: I 
think it is a Sign they believe themielves 


ſinking, and are willing to make what 


Show they can, like ſome People who are 
going to Break, who beautify their Houſes 
in order to draw People in by their outſide 
Show to give them further Credit. 

Cuff, Tis their laſt Shift 


A Man that is drowning will catch at à Stram; 

An old hardned Thief ne er thinks of the Law, 

Till he's catch'd in the Fat, as will be Sir B-— 

Then the Judges ordain old Tyburn its Due. 
| E 
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And the ſooner the better, or elſe by his 
Politicks out boaſted Land of Liberty "oil 
be in a worſe Condition than ever the Ar- 
bitrary Kingdom of France, or, perhaps, 


any Nation in the World. 


Sted A Miniſter is like a Candle in the 


Hands of his Maſter, who it he has no 


farther Occaſion for it immediately applies 
an Extinguiſher, and it may ſo happen 
to the preſent Mr. | 


A I R XVII. O London is a fine Town. 


Tha, Fortune's Wheel 
w Ts on the reel, 

e all love climbing 4 
„ n » Uri 
Tis worſe for _... 

Who re 1 veſt to the Top. 


3? 


C. of. 8 a Moment we're gone: fis in 


vain to caſt up our Gains when we run ve- 
ry great Hazards.----I believe that old Say- 
ing to be true, That Fortune is blind be- 
cauſe ſhe has a blind: Fool ſits ſo long at Top 
of her Wheel. 

Sted. [Looking on » bis W, atch.) Mr. Alder- 
man, are you for Change? 

Cuſt. Yes, Sir; and I will accompany 
you thither. Here, Jom; order the Cha- 
riot 0 88 Door. N 


Sted. 


Cal 
Sted, That ſticks in Sir Poſitive Skreenal's 
Stomack, that we Sturdy Beggars ſhould 
have Coaches; he can't bear to ſee any of 
us in them. | OS, 
Cuaſt. J hope in a ſhort Time to ſee him 
in a Cart, [Exeunt. 


SCENE II 


Sir Poſitive Skreenall, Sir William Old, 
Lord Challenge, and Harry Fooliſh. 


Poſ. Well, Sir William, how go Affairs 
in the Weſt ? hol 

M. Old. Really, Sir, but poorly : I went 
to a Town where I have a ſmall Manor, and 
ſome of my Tenants, who were in my Debt, 
accompanied me into it, where I treated 
as many as came; but in the midſt of our 
Merriment, the Country Gentlemen came 
into the Town, and then all my Friends, 
except a few, left me, and the Mob was 
ſo irritated at my coming there, as they 
ſaid, to buy their Votes, that I was forced 
to ſend to the Gentlemen, to beg them to 
appeaſe the People, or my Brains had been 
knocked ou. | 

Poſ. Traytors | Jacobites ! to uſe you ſo; 
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AIR XVIII. Fine Ladies with an artful Ege. 


My Friend ſo ſerv'd, then I'm abusd, 

Revenge | will purſue; 

Sure Heaps of Gold won't be refus'd, 
But by a paltry few. 


When freſb ſeptennial Power we got, 

I'll ſcourge the ſaucy Slaves; 

For Death [hall be the Traytors Lot, 
Who thee, my Friend o' er- braves. 


. Old. I have inſtanced your Friendſhip 
often, and thank you, Sir; but to be plain, 
am in ſome Fear as to our Succeſs. Don't 
ſpare for Money; let's once buy the Peo- 
ple and *tis but Juſtice to ſell them. 


AIR XIX. Artifice all. 


And if they complain, 

Jou may with Diſdain, 
Pulling out a Handful of Gold, 

Soon tell them that they 
Became all your Prey, 
Their Votes when the Freeholders ſold. 


Poſ. You need not at all doubt but when 
they've got my Chains on, I make _ 
A. ; rattle 


(28 ] 


rattle em. But pray, Lord Challenge, 
how have you ſpent your Time? 

Chal. At Hampton-Coart amongſt theLa- 
dies, and ſometimes with the People of 
Quality's Children, who all admire my 
Gold Key. | 

It. Enter Servant. 


Ser, Mr. Smallacres is without. 
* Poſ. Deſire him to walk in. 
[Exit Servant. 
You know, Sir William, he has good Inte- 
reſt in the Country and but a ſmall Eſtate, 
Pl try what a Place, Penſion, or Bribe will 
do with him. | 


Enter Smallacres, 


Smal. Gentlemen, your Servant. 

Poſ. Mr. Smallacres, there's no Man I'm 
more glad to ſee than you; pray how da 
your Lady and Family ? | 

Smal. I hope pretty well, they are all in 
the Country. FOLD EL 

Po. At Bath, J ſuppoſe. 

Smal. No, Sir; at my own Seat in the 
Country, I can't afford to carry my Fami. 
ly to ſuch Places. 

Poſ. *Tis Pity a Man of your Merit 
ſhould not take the Diverſions of Life; 
but *ctis your own Fault. 


Smal, 


L 34 ] 
Smal. I don” t know what you mean, 
Sir. g 
W. Old. Why, Sir, ! it, you vote 
ſometimes on the wrong Side, which hin- 
ders Sir Poſitive from being 10 much year 
Friend as he could wiſh. 

Smal I vote always according to my 
Conicience, and as I think fit, for the good 
of my Country. 0 

W. Old. But, Sir, you ſhou'd conſider 
your own Good ſometimes too. 

Smal. That is ſo blended with my Coun- 
try's, that I think they are inſeparable, 
and I had rather be an honeſt Man of Se- 
ven Hundred a Year, than - a Kuave of 
'Thouiands. 

Poſ. Why your Eſtate is fo ſmall it will 
hardly afford you a Coach to go to the 
Houle, 

Smal. Then, Sir, Pl een go on Foot ; 
no honeſt Man will think the worſe o' me. 
Po. Sir, 1 ſent for you on purpoſe to 
do you Service, which is in my Power; 
I know you have good Intereſt in the Coun- 
try, and hope you. will employ it in 
my Favour, which if you do, a Place or 
Penſion is at your Service, and as an Far- 
neſt of my future Intentions, pleaſe to ac- 
cept of this Purſe of Gold. Pl, 
| [Smal. riſes and fo 1828. 


AIR 
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AIR XX I wonder that Bil ſhould be Sc. 


Tour Gold Pl aſſare you ſhall ne er blind my 
Pm not to be brib'd to vote for Exciſe ; 


Pm firm to their Int'reſts by whom I am ſent, 


Fil give them no Reaſon their Choice to re- 


ent. | 

No Prejudice, Party, or Faction ſhall ſway, 

No Penſiun or Brib'ry me ever betray — 

My Country Pil ſerve, and her Intereſt ſup- 
—_— | 


Againſt all the Intrigues of Faction and Court , 


And hope no one Member will &er be elected, 
Who contrary acts, or has contrary acted. 


This is my Reſolution, Sir; and the next 
Time you ſend for me, I defire it may be 
on an honeſt Account, and fo, Gentlemen, 
PII leave you together. „„ 

Poſ. What a Paſſion he is in. Well, he's 
but one; we muſt try further. Few of the 
Corniſb Boroughs are ſo honeſt as Mr. Small- 
. 

W. Old. No, no, you need not doubt 
their taking your Money at the firſt Offer. 

Poſ. So will the S:o— ones too; though 
two or three of their Members were Sturdy 


laſt Seſſions, which was ſomething remark- 


able. 5 5 


Harry 
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Harry, They threaten to turn me out at 
H----d, becauſe I did not vote of the fame 
Side with my Brother, and what ſhall I do 
then to skreen myſelt from my Creditors. 

Poj. Il protect and skreen You. - -I muſt 
humour this Fool a little, becauſe I like his 


6. 
» 


_ 9 | LAſide. 
Chal. As to me, who have taken Care 
by calling me up to the other Houſe, for 
which my moſt humble Thanks atrend your 
Honour. 1 n A 
Poſ. Harry, Do you make haſte to Chel- 
ſea, and get the Houſe in Order. | 
Harry. Your Commands ſhall be obeyed, 
6 | | 
Poſ. Gentlemen, will you go with me; 
you know are we fate there: Lord Challange 


ſhall write an Anſwer to the laſt Crafiſman, 


whilſt you, Sir William, and I. give him 
Inſtructions, 1 1 
IV. Old. and Chal.” We are at your Com- 
. 5 . 
Po. Let us go and rail at our Enemies, 
ſtud) to invade Properties, and deſtroy Li- 
Then for my Deeds, Thouſunds ſhall ſound my 
—_—_— "op 
And Millions, yet unborn ſhall carſe my Name. 
1 : [ Exeunt. 


SCENE. 


L 37 
SCEN E the Royal-Exchange. 


Sir John Stedfaſt and Alderman Cuſtom a- 
lighting out of a Chariot, who are quickly 
ſurrounded by Merchants and others. 


Mob. No Exciſe, no Standing-Army, Li- 
berty and Property. - 3 

1. Cit. God bleſs your Honours, you ſtood 
fat, you ſhall have my Vote and Intereſt 
next Election. 5 

2. Cit. Ay, and mine too, and every-bo- 
dy's elſe, I hope, for if it had not been for 
theſe and ſome more honeſt Gentlemen we 
ſhould not have been able to have ſmoak'd 
a Pipe in Peace. 

2. Cit. Nor had a Bottle of Wine in our 
Houſes without the leave of Mr. Exciſe- 

man. 

4. Cit, No nor our Wives have had a 
ſecret Dram in their Cloſets. 

5. Cit, No, nor a ſecret Place about 
them but what the ſtrong back Dogs wowd 
have endeavour'd to have gaug'd. 

6. Cit. And lo we honeſt Citizens ſhould 
have had Horns grafted on by Exciſemen. 
Down with the Exciſe. Huzza, huzza. 


+1: Enter 
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Enter Alderman Banker. 


C;t. Make room there for the honeſt 


Alderman: What if a naked Sword was 


lately put over his Shoulder, it did not 


frighten him out of his honeſty. 


A'derman Banker, Sir John Stedfaſt, Alder: 


man Cuſtom meeting. 


Bank. Brothers, I am glad to meet you 
here ſurrounded with ſo many of my Fel- 
low-Citizens; I rejoice to ſee ſo many wor- 
thy Eſpouſers of the Cayſe of Liberty about 
you, who ſeem well pleas'd wita your late 
Conduct. | e e, 

Merchants. And with yours too, Sir, for 
which our Thanks attend you, and we 


hope the C:t:2exs will thank you at Brent- 
ford. 


q 


Bark. Gentlemen, I thank you, my En- 
deavours were always ſuch as I thoughr 
agreeable to the good of my fellow- ſubjects 
and our excellent Conſtitution, which ought 
never to be infringed. 

The Mob Hallow.) God bleſs the worthy 
Alderman, our late Lora-Mayor, and the 
glorious Two Hundred and Five, Liberty! 
Property ! 

Sted. I believe, Gentlemen, we had better 
adjourn to the Swan Tavern out of the Crowd. 

Ce, With all our Hearts. 


As 


5 
c 
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As they come out a Ballad-Singer gets on 4 
Stool and ſings the following Song. 


AIR XXI. 


The Time draws near we plainly ſee; 

_ For Engliſhmen to bow, 

That in their Veins true Britiſh Blood * 
Does yet unſullied flow. , 


"Tis true, thro” all this ſpacious Iſie 
Exchequer Bill do ſlide, 
And Lords and Garter d =, t09 
Nou lay aſide their Pride. 


Like Courtiers too they all promiſe that 
Oz each electing Member, 

Mountains of favours they will heap N 
Tuiæt this and next December. 


But we'll ne er more. ve drawn afide, 
They now have made us wiſe Men, 
And we'll have none us repreſent 


ho favour new Exciſe Men. Exeunt. 
SCENE a Room in the Swan 
7 Tavern. 


Alderman Banker, Sir John 8 tedfaſt, Alder- 
man Cuſtom, and ſeveral Citizens at a2 
Table. 


1. Cit Gentlemen you that are members 
to your healths; may you have the good 
wiſhes 
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wiſhes of the preſent age, and the bleſſings 
of poſterity. | | [Drinks] 
2. Cit. And may this city be always re- 
reſented by ſuch unbias'd Patriots. 
Sir John Stedfaſt. Gentlemen we thank you 
Here's proſperity to this noble Metropol is, 
not forgetting our late worthy Lord. Mayor, 
I think he exerted himſelf in a brave man- 
ner. 
4 Cit. He did fo indeed Sir, he's not for 
twiſting the Lows, and puniſhing people for 
Riots, who only rejoiced when they eſcap- 
ed being made ſlaves off. 


<> 


AIR XXII Believe my Sighs, my T cars, 
Their Joy was juſt, it is confeſt. 


And ſhown without diſorder ; 
An honeſt Jury, ilbe aſſure jou, 


Valued no Reer. 


His charge they heard, but never fear'd. 
Maould not preſent for Riot, 
Thoſe who oppoſe, Great Britains foes, 
And leave the Merchant quiet. 


2. Cit Had the Scheme ſucceeded there 
would not have been a private houſe in the 


King dom 
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Kjnedom, but every door mult have flew o- 
pen to a Gauging ſtick. 

2 Gt. And then we ſhould have nothing 
to do but to build a Bridge from Dover to 
Calais, for the conveniency of being joyned 
to our Fellow ſlaves the French. | 
4 Cit. But a certain Quacł-Doctor would 
endeavour to perſwade us, that it was for 
our healths, becauſe by his preſcription the 
Vintners would have been hindred from a- 
dulterating their Wines. 


AIR XXIII. My Time O ye Muſes, &c. 


His pills, though gilded, withal would not paſs, 
1h" ingredients were known the Quack was 
an Aſs, 
Mach he pretended to k:ep us in health. 
He only deſign'd to pilfer our wealth: 
He tall'd, and harang d, but all would not do, 
The Colledge found out his Drugs were not 
Fuse. | 


Alderman Banker. I believe the Projector 
never tried his ſtrength ſo much before; 
Intreaties, threats, promiſes, places, and 
preferments were uſed to every one, and 
yet at laſt the conſideration of the Scheme 
was at his own requeſt put off to a long 
day, and I dare {wear he never will revive 
it again. | 

Alderman Cuſtom. Not if he has three 
grains of ſenſe left. What man would put 
a burden upon a horſe he is ſure will throw 
it off again, and trample him to death = i 
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A] R, XXIV. Ye fair injur'd Nymphs and ye 


Beau's who deride em. 


Te Conrtiers who fell us, and bribes do recerve; 
Attend to my ſong, for you may me believe, 

The Knight in a pet with the jeſt went too far, 
The Citizens thwarted and put in a Bar. 

Againſt his Deſigns it was juſt ſure to fence; 
And not to be blinded with any pretence; 
He thought by his Sckeme, to bring CitiZens down 
By picking our Pockets was filing his own, 

Tho' Beggars and Sturdy we curry'd the Day, 
We walu'd no Places nor Penfioners Pay. 
Petition was heard we back'd it with Reaſon 
Sir Blueſtring's a Rogue and that is no Treaſon. 


1. Cr. I think the nation ought to com- 
memorate the glorious 205, and a day 
ſet apart for a public feſtival. 5 

2. Cit. Poſterity will ſurely bleſs us for 
the noble ſtand, tho? we are deviated from 
our forefathers in ſome points of liberty and 
property, yet we do not readily ſubmit to 
all the yokes of ſlavery offered io us. 


AIR XXV. Maidens beware ye, &c. 


In Oliver's Days, 
BY: ſpoke to his praiſe, 


The Merchants were ſtrangers to fears; 


Ships travers'd the main, 
Return'd ſafe again, 


Aud Sailors came heme with their Ears, 


3 Cie. Setting his uſurpation aſide; he 


certainly was a great man: if 1 am rightly 


informed, all the misfortunes of Ming 
Charles's reign too their riſe from an il 
legal demand of ſome ſhip- money. 


„ Cit, 


RR ” | 
4. Git. My Lord Strefford then Prime Mi- 
piſter loſt his head for adviſing his maſter 
to yiolent meaſures. RCA 


AIR XXVL Which nobody can deny, &c. 
And Sombody elſe before he's aware, 

May have his head fix d upon Temple Bar, 
Tho now he's adorn'd with a Ribbon and Star. 
| 3 | Which nobody can deny. 
T he Londoners all will flock to the fight, | 
Viewing the Head of an al ſereening Ro — 
Who blundering always, was ne er in the right. 

4 Which nobody can deny. 


1. Cite I don't at all doubt but one day 
or other, we ſhall have ample revenge on 
the man, who dared treat a large body of 
eminent traders after the manner he did. 
But every dog has his day and puniſhment 
_ tho late will certainly be his fortune. 


AIR XXVI. O the Pleaſure, &c. 
To now on high, 
Me him eſpy, 
His fall will be more great; 
Unpity d he, 
| Hy all will be, 
He well deſerves ſuch Fate. 


2. Cit. Then all his minions and penſi- 
oners will abandon him, and they'll be 
ſome of the firſt to deride him. | 

4. Cit. How can he expect otherwiſe? 
his penſioners are like the Swiſs who take 
the fide of thoſe who pay them moſt, va- 
luing not the juſtice or injuſtice of the 
cauſe, but like Perſians adore the _ _ 


. 
AIR XXVII. The World is a Lottery what 


man can doubt. | 


The thing that will keep Sir Blue in his Place, 


And for a ſmall time keep of his Diſgrace, 

I parting with Gold, to thoſe who are poor, 
Titles at preſent the rich will ſecure; 
But his Four once gone, they value him not, 
Penfions and favours will all be forgot. 


Si John Stedfaſt. I think Gentlemen we 


| 


Son in the cauſe of Liberty ariſe, 


have had a compleat victory, at preſent our 
antagoniſts are aſhamed of their actions and 
fear to ſee the fares of the people they re- 
preſent very well knowing how much they 
are irritated againſt them. 2 


"Tis thoſe alone who do on brib'ry doat, 
Stick at no money to obtain a Vote, 

Well knowing how the money to regain, _ 
Places and Penſions ſoon at C —— obtain. 
Luxurious live, and quite devoid of Senſe, 
Are kept like Soulaters at a great expence : 
Like them they march, or halt, preſent, or fire, 
Juſt as their lordly Maſter does require. 
On: by the Mouths of roaring Cannon ſpeak, - 
Bat theſe by Voting make their Country weak: 
From their own Mouths our Rain they declare, 
Then from complaining who can well forbear ? 
Trade had been ruin d had Exciſe took place, 


And brought the Merchants into great diſgracs, 


Mo yptian Tastmaſters would then have been, 
Iz Troops, and Shoals; avout our houſes ſeen, 
That were French ſlaves no 02 as yet can ſay, 
Weve ſlemmed the Tide of one important day. 
Let all who* re here, and do their country prize, 


And mark Promoters of the late Exciſe. 
F {1::N 3 


